Journal of East Asian Libraries
Volume 1981

Number 64

Article 5

2-1-1981

The Library of the Institute of Advanced Studies of World
Religions: East Asian Holdings and Services
Lena Lee Yang

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/jeal

BYU ScholarsArchive Citation
Yang, Lena Lee (1981) "The Library of the Institute of Advanced Studies of World Religions: East Asian
Holdings and Services," Journal of East Asian Libraries: Vol. 1981 : No. 64 , Article 5.
Available at: https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/jeal/vol1981/iss64/5

This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Journals at BYU ScholarsArchive. It has been
accepted for inclusion in Journal of East Asian Libraries by an authorized editor of BYU ScholarsArchive. For more
information, please contact scholarsarchive@byu.edu, ellen_amatangelo@byu.edu.

THE LIBRARY OF THE INSTITUTE OF ADVANCED STUDIES OF
WORLD RELIGIONS: EAST ASIAN HOLDINGS AND SERVICES
Lena Lee Yang

I.

Institute for Advanced Studies
of World Religions

Introduction
The Institute for Advanced Studies of World Religions (IASWR) is a private,
nonprofit, educational foundation, established in 1970 for the study and
teaching of world religions. As the development of one of the various pro
grams at the Institute, the Library was opened in 1972. Since the Library's
operations are closely related to other activities of the Institute, a brief
introduction of the programs is given here:
A.

Informational services

The Institute maintains informational files at its Stony Brook Office on
planned or unpublished research, published work, and institutional data
particularly concerning Buddhism, Hinduism, Sikhism, and other Asian re
ligions and philosophies. Instead of publishing monographic bibliographies
for these religions which would soon become outdated, the Institute compiles
and periodically issues special bibliographies for the ascertained needs
of scholars and libraries. At present, these are Buddhist Research Infor
mation (BRI), Buddhist Text Information (BTI), Sikh Religious Studies
Information (SRSI), and Hindu Text Information (HTI) (being planned).
The Institute also has files on various library classification schemes,
curricula development, religious organizations, and related data for the
study of world religions. This information will eventually be computerized
by means of a newly designed tagging structure which will enable the
Institute to respond quickly to requests for such information from scholars,
educators, librarians, and others in the field of world religions.
B.

Research and microform resources program

The Institute locates scarce religious materials in Asia and elsewhere,
analyzes and descriptively catalogs them, preserves them on microfilm and
microfiche, and makes microcopies available to scholars and libraries at
nominal cost. It also uses microform technology to facilitate paleographic
research in manuscript analysis and translation, and applies computer
science to develop a variety of tools important to philological research.
C.

Translation and publication program

The Institute endeavors to foster the establishment of priorities among
scholars for selecting Asian religious texts for Western translation and
the further development of translation methods which might use computer
science. At present, the Institute is undertaking the English translation
of certain Chinese, Sanskrit, and Tibetan Buddhist Texts.
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In addition to micro-editions and Information services publications, the
Institute cosponsors the publication of selected books to meet the special
needs of scholars and teachers in world religions. For example, it
publishes in cooperation with university presses and certain organizations
the IASWR Series, which includes doctoral dissertations, text translations,
and monographic studies on Asian religions, as well as separate trans
lations and monographs.
II.

Library.
A.

Collections

The Library,is a non-circulating research library located at the State
University of New York at Stony Brook in its Melville Memorial Library.
It now contains-over 50,500 volumes, nearly 590 periodical titles, snd
approximately 21,000 manuscripts and monographs in microform. These
materials are in 15 Asian languages as well as in English, French,
German, snd other Western languages. 87% deal with Asian topics.
The Library acquires its collections through regular purchases, donations,
exchanges, grants, and participation in the SFC program.
In developing its collections, the Library chose Buddhism, Christianity,
Hinduism, Islam, and Judaism as five major fields for religious studies.
Since library resources for the study of Christianity and Judaism are
well developed in this country, the Library now concentrates on developing
resources for Buddhism, Hinduism, and Islam.
The Library has the following major collections:
1. The Richard A. Gard Collection of Buddhist and Related Studies.
The Library acquired this collection from Dr. Gard in 1972 as a basis
for developing its research resources in Buddhism and related fields
of religious, cultural, and historical study. Dr. Gard collected these
materials during 1937-40, 1953-1959, and 1963-1971 while studying and
teaching Buddhism in East Asian universities and traveling extensively
elsewhere in South snd Southeast Asia. About half of the collection is
Buddhist material in some 15 Asian languages, and the rest, in Western
languages, concerns Asian and Western history, art, and social science.
2. The Ngiam Hoo-Pang Collection of Chinese Buddhist Texts.
Mr. Ngiam is a devout Buddhist and businessman formerly of Hong Kong
who now lives in Houston, Texas. During the Cultural Revolution, he
bought numerous books from Shanghai and Canton, which were sold by
weight and not by volume. After he had acquired them, he selected out
the Buddhist works to form the present collection. They are all stitchbound in the traditional Chinese style. Some are popular works, but
many are rare or out-of-print editions, mostly published by the Buddhist
Bookstore in Shanghai, Nanking, and Peking. The Library acquired this
collection in 1974.
3. The Galen Eugene Sargent Collection of Asian Philosophy and Compelative Literature.
Dr. Sargent was an assistant professor of philosophy and comparative
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literature at the University of Indiana. He studied Sanskrit, Chinese,
and Japanese languages and philosophies in Chicago, Paris, Marburg, and
KySto, and traveled widely in Europe as well as Japan, South Korea, and
Hong Kong. The IASWR Library acquired his collection after his death
in 1975. It consists mostly of works in Chinese, Japanese, and western
languages on traditional Chinese thought, literature, and history.
4. The Ming Southern Edition of the Chinese Tripltaka (incomplete set).
During the Ming dynasty (1368-1644), two editions of the Chinese Tripl
taka were compiled and printed in the early 15th century: the Southern
Edition in Nanking and the later Northern Edition in Peking. The IASWR
Library acquired an incomplete set of the Southern Edition from Mr. Ngiam
in 1974.
5. A microfilm copy of the British Museum Collection of Chinese
manuscript8 from Tun-huang.
These materials were collected by Sir Aurel Stein during his second
expedition (1906-1908) to the "Caves of the Thousand Buddhas" (Ch'ien
Fo Tung
) near Tun-huang in Kansu, China. They were de
posited in the British Museum in London by January 1909, and subse
quently cataloged by Lionel Giles as the British Museum collection. The
Library acquired this set of microfilm in 1972.
Almost one-third of the Library's collections are East Asian language
materials, most of which are in Chinese and Japanese. It has a limited
collection of Korean materials, including an incomplete set of the Dongguk
Koryo edition of the Chinese Tripitaka and some histories, philosophical
monographs, and biographies in Korean.
The Library has numerous works in Asian and Western languages on Buddhist
thought, history, art, and role in society, and for the comparative study
of religions. Similar collections, although smaller, are being developed
for other Asian religions.
The East Asian Buddhist collection can be grouped into three general
categories, described as follows:
Buddhist Canonical Literature
The Library has approximately 5,050 volumes of Chinese and Japanese
canonical literature, commentaries, and traditional and modern textual
studies. These materials include several important editions and reprinted
sets. (See Appendix A ) .
Buddhist Schools
The Library has nearly 900 volumes^ pertaining to certain East Asian
Buddhist schools: T'ien-t'ai
Tendai, Hua-yen
Sr
Kegon,
Ching-t'u
XJodo or Pure Land, Ch'an
Zen, Fa-nslang
Hosso, Wei-shih
-Jfj^ Yuishiki, San-lun
Sanron, etc.

zJiftfi
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B u d d h U t Art
Materials on the magnificence of Buddhist art should not be overlooked;
the Library has over 300 books on this subject, Including studies on
Buddhist paintings, sculpture, snd architecture, as well as works on the
famous Tun-huang, Lung-men, and Yun-kang cave temples In China. Some
books describe building structures and temple floor plans; others con
tain descriptions and photographs of woodcsrved Buddhas in Japan, and
ritual objects in China, Japan, and Korea.
In addition to the above mentioned materials on Buddhist canonical
literature, schools, and art, the Library also has Chinese and Japanese
histories of Buddhism in East Asia as well as in Central, South, and South
east Asls. Reference works, monastic biographies, snd the collected
writings of Buddhist scholars and monks together comprise about 1,450
volumes. The Library also has some 1,370 volumes of materials on East
Asian history and thought, including Confucianism, Mohism, the Legalists,
and other minor Chinese traditional schools. It has nearly 150 Chinese
snd Japanese studies of philosophical Taoism (Lao Tztf, Chuang Tzu, others),
Isllm, and Christianity, and approximately 80 Japanese works on Shinto
and Indian Buddhism.
The collection also includes popular Buddhist literature in Chinese,
Japanese, and Korean, totaling about 190 titles.
The Library has been collecting materials on Buddhism since 1972 ( a
recent purchase is the Cheng t'ung tao tsang
>
Taoist
N
canon in 61 volumes), and is now acquiring publications on lesser known
religions and folk beliefs such^as ChOgoku no sennin

j£» ^5jj2(.

by Murakami Yoshlmi

1 1 *• - J f f

t h e

and Chung kuo min chien hsin yang lun

Of the some 590 periodicsl titles in the Library, there are 24 current
titles in Chinese, published in Taiwan, Hong Kong, Malaysia, Singapore,
and New York (see Appendix B ) , and 19 periodicals in Japanese, published
by Jspan.
B.

Services

Although the IASWR Library is a non-circulating research library, its
collections are available to students, teachers, scholars, and general
readers. In addition to students and faculty of the State University of
New York at Stony Brook, many visiting scholars, Including medical
doctors, from North America, Europe, and Asia have undertaken research
in the IASWR Library. Tibetan and other Buddhist monks and nuns from
Hong Kong, Taiwan, Korea, Malaysia, Sri Lanka, Bhutan, and Nepal have
come to study scarce editions of Buddhist texts, cultural, doctrinal,
and other aspects of Buddhism.
The Library exchanges books and periodicals with other libraries and
institutions abroad. Its staff, in sddition to helping visitors to the
Library, answers requests for research or bibliographic Information by
mail. In accordance with copyright provisions, the Library offers a
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duplicating service at nominal cost.
The IASWR Library is an Institutional member of the Long Island Library
Resource Council, The New York Area Theological Library Association,
and the American Library Association.
A catalog of the Chinese Books in the IASWR Library, now in preparation,
was scheduled to be published by IASWR by the end of 1980.
III.

Fact sheet

Name:
Address:

Hours:

Access:

Librarians:

The Library of the Institute for Advanced Studies of World
Religions
5001 Melville Memorial Library
SUNY at Stony Brook
Stony Brook, New York 11794
Tel. (516) 246-8366
Monday-Friday
9:00 am - 5:00 pm
Closed Saturdays, Sundays, and Holidays
Non-circulating research library
Xeroxing and microcopies are available within the
copyright laws at a nominal cost
Hannah G. Robinson
Lena Lee Yang

(This paper was presented to the panel entitled "Archival and Library Resources
on East Asia in the Metropolitan New York Area," MAR-AAS Conference, Drew
University, Madison NJ, October 25, 1980)
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Appendix

Buddhist Canonical Literature

A

Chung hua ta tsang ching.

i/*ftJt}A$H+*
hn^-

Dai Mlhen

©*T:*JTTT#AJY*t:

&«*N»,«-4f.^»T».fiif A'\T#.fiJ(».*-ft».
I

bukkyu zensho.

Fo chlao ta tsang ching.
tf*3rM$%.

FFLTATFIT

% it,

m*7(">

?r).

84- v.

Hsu tsang chinq.
Reprint of Nlhon manjl zoku-zokyd.
Kalaatau dal Nihon kotei daizokyo.
Kokuyaku daizokyo.
lalrayaku issaikyo.
Koryo taejanggyong.
* 5 J U r t # - *T*FFFCTF*
#i£4290-4302 (1957-69).
Nanden daizokyo'.

*«A#*L

Ninon daizokyo.
P'in chieh ching shg chiao k'an ta tsang ching.
ptf!M.#^fl*«LI* ^ » : 3 » ^ A * « * W «
Ta ming san tsang sheng chlao nan tsang (Ming Southern Edition).
Ta tsang ching.
{FCLT/ftfl^-**

1°°*

Ta tsang cning.
Reprint of Taisho edition.
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S p r i n t o f Taisho edition.

Buddhist Canonical Literature
Taisho shinshu dalzSkyo.

Wan cheng tsang ching.
Reprint of Manjl edition from Japan.
Ying yin sung chi sha tsang ching.

- 43 -

Appendix

Current Chinese Periodicals

B

1. Bodhedrum

irf

2. Buddhism >J*#£:HR#iUi|.

:
New York : Green Buddhist Society.

3. Buddhism 1n Hong Kong * M M * * X . T £ ; F > M > & A V]4L.
4. The China Buddhist Monthly * l f i > l * ; f c .
5. Ching Feng (Chinese ed.)

fcifc

:

t f l ^ & S ^ -

Hong Kong : Christian Stuc(y Centre on

Chinese Religion and Culture.
6. Chung Chiao Sh1h Chleh

feit

FCIX^.

*

^Xt*Jf*ttt&*£.

7. Cool Purity: An exhibition of Buddhist art s f s i & M ^ ' J .

'•

Institute for the Study of Buddhist Culture.
8. Everlasting Light

Penang : Malaysian Buddhist Association.

9. Fu Jen Philosophical Studies

Taipei : The Graduate School

of Philosophy, Fu Jen Catholic
10. Hat Chao Y1n Monthly

University.

:

fy M%. $H :

11. Journal of Buddhist Culture

*sfJ-t8*HA-

4*&sUt#it.

12. The Journal of Taoist Culture UL;fc£ft,.

• Jfeittttlfett.

ttt*-Jh

13. Kwan Sze I n

+^#U3P&4I^U**#r.

£ d l : i|I&4L|FTIMT

14. The Life Magazine 4 < f r j M & . f & : A ^ j A ^ i .
15. The Lion's Roar Magazine # H * H . .
16. Nanyang Buddhist
17. Nei M1ng

tfaoi*.

efl . F

18. Precious Raft

feit:

20. Tsyr Ming Monthly

: *t^»K-flf'J*i.
ifc^H$I£T(UU±.

f&flr'Jii.

&tfl .

21. Tzu Chi & $ * •

23. Tz'u Yun

:

: FLBFL£FTTU±.

19. Torch of Wisdom & * f e .

22. Tzu Sheng

$il

«
fttf,

: &TFLTT&ft.

^ A A S F

fc*

:

£:>t : & t t * & * i .

24. Universal Door Monthly ^ f l . $ J * . FCSF : 4FJ*FTTUI.
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